In a recent paper Taylor et al.' claim to have developed an improved packed-column gaschromatographic determination of urinary catecholamine metabolites, using two separately processed, trimethylsilylated ethyl acetate extracts, containing homovanillic acid (HVA) plus vanilmandelic acid (VMA) , and 3-methoxy-4-hydroxyphenylethylene glycol (MHPG), respectively. The pretreatment and gas chromatographic approaches show a striking resemblance with those of previously reported methods.j"
In presenting their case, Taylor et al. have referred to a method reported in 1977 by our group," claiming our method to be 'inaccurate' for the determination of normal values, without giving any proof for this thesis. As no 'definitive method' for urinary catecholamine metabolites has yet been accepted, nor proposed, we assume that in the light of their concern of possible interference and imprecision Taylor et al. consider our normal values inadequate in this sense. However: (i) in our paper data of an extensive normal value study, comprising about 100 normal persons, were reported and found to accord with those of others, (ii) the method was found to correlate satisfactorily with an electrophoretic-colorimetric method for VMA 4 and an isotope-dilution mass fragmentographic method for VMA and HVA,5 and (iii) was successfully modified with respect to the use of a different internal standard, longer silylation time and shorter program time by an independent group." The latter group correlated their urinary VMA and HVA results with those obtained by the widely performed colorimetric method of Pisano et al.' and the colorimetric assay of Knight and Haymond," respectively. It is in this context surprising to learn that Taylor et al. do not report normal or pathological values obtained by their method at all, and give no data on the correlation of their method with those of others.
In addition, another report of our group, in which a profiling technique for the simultaneous determination of the four quantitatively most important urinary catecholamine metabolites, HVA, VMA, MHPG and 3,4-dihydroxyphenylacetic acid (DOPAC), by a single ca,pillary gas-chromatographic run was described, was suggested by Taylor et al. to be too time-consuming as it takes 'over an hour for each gas chromatographic run'. To be more specific, the duration of the reported gas chromatogram for purpose of the additional measurement of eumelanin precursor metabolites had a total analysis time of 60 min, whereas catecholamine metabolites can be 148 profiled within 55 min. Interestingly, however, no attention is paid to the fact that the 'newly' proposed method for HVA, VMA and MHPG takes two gas chromatographic runs of separately processed samples of at least 40 and 30 min, respectively.
We find that no objective arguments are given for their claim that the present method is a major improvement over existing gas chromatographic methods, nor is proper credit being given to widely used colorimetric and recently developed meritorious liquid chromatographic methods. 
